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“The Chrysanthemums” is about Elisa Allen, a farmer who enjoys tending her flower garden.  However, from the beginning of the short story, she is characterized to be different form the women.  She is characterized to be more masculine. “Her figure looked blocked and heavy in her gardening costume, a man’s black hat pulled low down over her eyes. She wore heavy leather gloves to protect her hands..” She is evidently not an ordinarily women.  Elisa encounters a stranger and is tricked into thinking he is interested in her flowers. She hits a harsh reality that she must stop dreaming and live her own life the way it is.

Elisa meets a stranger, who travels around from west coast and east coast fixing tools.  At first, Elisa is reluctant and does not give in to the stranger after his offer to fix it for cheap prices.  However, her attitude and behaviors drastically differed after he sparked a little interest in her gardening flowers.  She elaborately explained what the name of it was and how to manage it.  After a few moments, he offered her again to fix her tools and she brought a few tools from the kitchen right away.  Still clueless, Elisa continued to aid the stranger in taking care of the flower. 

However, as Elisa and her husband, Henry, drove out for a dinner out, she had realized the flower that was abandoned on the side of the street.  She has no doubts that it is the flower she has given to the stranger, and realizes she has been deceived.  Deep inside, she longs to be like every other woman. She wants to be feminine and is for once ashamed of her characteristics.  Nonetheless, she soon wipes away the tears that are flowing down her cheeks, and realizes that she must stop dreaming and live in the reality. 
