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“The Things They Carried” is a short story about platoon of army men.  However, the First Lieutenant Jimmy Cross is obviously seen infatuated with a girl named Martha, a junior at Mount Sebastian College in New Jersey. A reader is told about all the things the platoon had to carry with themselves, as well as how much the each necessary item weighed.  The biggest theme that can be observed through this short story is to stop dreaming and start living in the reality.  Because of Cross’ foolish mistakes, he lost a man and vowed to himself to never make the same mistake again.

Jimmy Cross was obviously in love with Martha because he carried her letters every where he went. Because of this, he was not able to pay careful attention to his platoon and became a very lax leader, resulting in a death of a man in his platoon.  “He felt shame. He hated himself. He had loved Martha more than his men, and as a consequence Lavender was now dead.”  He was seen in a deep remorse, and he sought to change reforms in his leadership to a stricter and disciplined style.

“No more fantasies, he told himself,” truly exemplified a change in his personality.  To pay more careful attention to his men, he threw out all the objects relevant to Martha.  This kept his mind ease off Martha.  He became a more disciplined leader, and asked much more from his men.  He wouldn’t tolerate laxity anymore, and distance himself among his men.  Although it took a fellow member of the platoon to make him realize, he is a dynamic character and is now living in reality.  He is focused on leading his men and coming out alive, and realizes what really is more important to him right now.
