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 After reading this short story “Cathedral” by Raymond Carver, one might recall a similar short story by Sophocles, “Oedipus the King.” Both stories are about how a blind man, Robert in our case, who is not able to see, teaches a lesson or two to a man, Bub, who is not blind. Clearly, Robert is the protagonist in this story, who helps Bub ‘open’ his eyes by allowing him to take Robert’s hands and trace a picture of a cathedral. One theme that is evident in this story is to have an open mind. Although many of us are not blind, we are ‘blind’ in a way that we take everything that surrounds for granted, and never really take the simple time to examine the little things in our lives. In the beginning when Bub heard of Robert’s coming, he was very reluctant in inviting an individual that is a stranger to him; however, as the story progresses, Robert slowly helps Bub in opening his mind. The quote, by Bub, “it was like nothing else in my life” clearly supports the statement on how Bub has a clearer, and a better, view of the world. Another theme that can be discussed is how first impressions isn’t always our last impressions. Although Bub was declined in inviting Robert, and simply judged him because of the fact that he was blind, his view and opinion have surely been transformed in to something more positive at the end.
