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 One of the first things a reader might realize right off the bat from this short story, “Where Are You Going,” is the point of view: third person limited. Primarily, Connie is the first character that is introduced; pretty, self-conscious, and an attractive 15 year-old teenager. There are little information about the other members of the family, but the reader realizes later they were only stock characters. The author, Oates, makes very good use of irony throughout the story. 

Connie first encounters the stranger, with “shaggy black hair, in a convertible jalopy painted gold,” at a parking lot. Connie cannot help herself but be intrigued by this stranger, and look at him a couple of times. The stranger also replies with his mark of interest.

Had Connie gone to the barbeque with her family, none of this ordeal would have occurred. Soon, the reader finds out the stranger’s name is Arnold Friend. This is ironic because although Arnold has the world ‘Friend’ as his last name, he’s perceived more as a stranger and a threat. Connie eventually finds out Arnold Friend, and his other friend, Ellie, isn’t as young as they appear or try to appear to be. This is also ironic because the reader would expect Arnold and Ellie to be the same age or only a couple years older than Connie but, in fact, they are a lot older. 

Moreover, the reader wouldn’t expect Connie to follow through with Arnold; however, Arnold reminds Connie of her family and how she must feel like they must have abandoned her and only cares about June. Eventually, Connie goes along with Arnold.
