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 Bobbie Ann Mason’s “Shiloh” is about a husband, Leroy, an ex-truck driver, and his wife, Norma Jean. Norma Jean is perceived as an active individual who must always keep herself occupied with various sorts of activities, such as weight-lifting or taking a course on composition; however, Leroy is introduced as an ex-truck driver who now spends his valuable time at home basically doing nothing but daydream. 

Leroy is described to be ecstatic to finally be able to setting at his home, with his wife. Ironically, ever since Leroy wandered around the house after the accident, he soon realized their marriage wasn’t the same as before, or as how he thought it would be. One theme that can be discussed in relation to Leroy’s marriage is not to take the simplest things for granted. Leroy basically put their marriage on the line when he took the job as a truck driver for 15 years; moreover, when he came home, after the accident, Leroy could have tried to find a different occupation suitable for him but he didn’t. This could have put a lot of pressure and stress for Norma.

It is also ironic when Leroy and Norma go to visit Shiloh, due to Norma’s mother, Mabel’s, request. The term ‘Shiloh’ in the bible is generally understood as denoting the Messiah, “the peaceful one.” However, when the couple eventually reaches Shiloh, Norma introduces the idea of divorce. The description at the last paragraph of this short story, when Leroy gets up to follow his wife but she is too far away symbolizes how it is too late for Leroy to catch his wife, or save his marriage, because she already is too far away from him. The scene where she “turns toward Leroy and waves her arms” possibly foreshadows her farewell and departure from Leroy. 
